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Dr. Jill Tarter holds the Bernard M. Oliver Chair for SETI Research at the SETI Institute in
Mountain View, California and serves as a member of the Board of Trustees for that institution.
She has spent the majority of her professional career attempting to answer the old human
question “Are we alone?” by searching for evidence of technological civilizations beyond Earth.
She has received many honors for her scientific research and educational efforts. She has served
in a leadership role to design and build the Allen Telescope Array and to secure private funding
to continue the exploratory science of SETI. Many people are now familiar with her work as
portrayed by Jodie Foster in the movie Contact.



